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few months before had the President and King George
spoken of the Anglo-French entente. Apart from these
assurances, Poincare's mission was to bring Russia and
England more closely together, and in a private conver-
sation the Tsar bade him remit his personal message to
the British Government that Russian policy in the East,
where there had been friction over Persian questions,
would now be framed in the friendliest spirit. One thing
alone caused the President some uneasiness. More than
three weeks had elapsed since the Serajevo murder, and
as yet Austria had given no indication of the nature of
the terms or guarantees she was to demand of Servia,
He spoke to M. Szapary, the Austrian Ambassador in
St. Petersburg, about this, and gave him explicit warning
against too great severity. c With a little goodwill,' he
said, ' this Servian affair is easy to settle. But it is easy
also for it to become envenomed: Servia has very warm
friends in the Russian people. And Russia has an ally.
France. What complications are to be feared here !31
Szapary had nothing reassuring to say: a judicial inquiry
was being made, and a note to Servia was in preparation.
After a three days' visit the President started on his
return journey to France at midnight on July 23, the
Tsar again coining on board to see him off.

A few hours before he sailed, the Austrian ultimatum
had been delivered. It was extremely rigorous. It
demanded that Servia should suppress all anti-Austrian
propagandist societies and prohibit all such publications;
that Servia should dismiss from all public services officers
and officials who had taken part in such propaganda;
that Servia should bring to trial all accessories to the plot
that led to the murder of the Archduke; and, finally, that
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